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To THE 


PROPRIETORS 


GunTLEME LY 


AV E me leave to oonigtattilat you on the great 
Succeſs Lord Clive has met with in Bengal; 


* beyond even the moſt ſanguine Expectations. 


Therefore, 1 think, it will be right and proper for 
you to call on the Directors to know the State of your 
Affairs, and to know what Advantages Py. propoſe = 
Thall ariſe to you from it. 
Do you remember what a deplorable Condition, your 
Affairs were in a few Years ago in Bengal, when the 

Nabob deſtroyed your * at Calcutta, and moſt * 


45% 


the Engliſh in the Black-hole ? Reflect * Grati- 


tude on the Change, from very near a ruined and un- 


done Company, to one of the greateſt Affluence now; 
by the wiſe, valiant, honeſt, and ſteady conduct of a 
Man, who is a Prodigy in Nature , every act of his ex- 


ceeding, and almoſt out-running, the moſt extravagant 


wiſhes. 


What a Condition were the Proprietors in when the 


Company had loſt Calcutta? The Nabob reſolving at - 
that Time to drive the Engh/h out of Bengal. We all 
know Bengal is the Flower of their Trade. The main 
of the Company's Profits ariſing from thence. The 
Bengal and China Trade are the chief, if not the whole 


of Geir Profits. Madraſs and Bombay doing well if 
1 their Trade clear their Expence. | 


Now, Gentlemen, conſidering this; What Advantages 
are to ariſe to you from theſe vaſt Acquiſitions of three 


Provinces z the revenues of which, clear of thc Icipend 
to be paid to the SHAw ZaDa, or Mocut, are 


reckoned at Two Millions Sterling, as we are told, and 


that at a modeſt conjecture For I will venture to affirm, : 


that if the Power continues in the Hands of the Engliſh 


but a few Years, it will greatly exceed that Sum, and is 
more likely to be the double of it than leſs; for the 
Natives of that Part of the World .(I mean the Gentoo 


Natives, the Merchants, Manufacturers and Traders) 


will go on chearfully in all the Branches of their Trade 
and Buſineſs, knowing that they ſhall be unmoleſted; 
for they can confide in us, although they cannot in 
their own rep For what the abs as. gree to do, they 


abide 
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abide by and perform: And the Company having put 
the chief Management of their Affairs in Lord Clve's 
Hands, who 1s not only the Wonder, but the Idol of 
all the People in thoſe Provinces, What are you not to 
promiſe yourſelves? The moſt ſanguine Expectation 
can ſcarce exceed what is to be expected; as the Com- 
pany, I hear, have deſired Lord Clive's ſtay, in order 
for the better eſtabliſhing this moſt Wosds Acquiſi- 
tion. And yet I will venture to ſay, it was what I 1 
thought probable; and I am ſure what was neceſſarß 
and proper for all Sides, and all the People of that 


Country; for had the Power of the Nabob not been t 
curtailed, and lodged in the Hands of the Engliſh, as |} 
well as his Treaſure, there always. would have been | 
plotting and undermining; for they are a faithleſs 
Set of People, and nothing can ever make them 
otherwiſe, I know them to be ſo, I am acquainted 

With their Police, and all Subordination of the Sou- 

B AES to their Prince has been at an End, ever ſince 
KovuLi KHAN overturned the Empire, He firſt diſ- 
covered their incapacity for Defence, finding them effe- 
minate and debauched, faithlefs, and ſunk into every Vice 
in human Nature, and fince that Time all has been in 
Confuſion ] Every Sous An independent! Which has 
flung the Provinces into the unſettled State every Body 
has heard of NT. I. ESE 55 
Now, Gentlemen, let me aſk, you this Queſtion: 
Whether the Provinces of BEN GAL, BARHAR and 
 Ox188 4, can be in Hands more likely to keep them 


Who 


C N 


Who were never a hen by the en 
Will inviolably keep their Engagements; 3 
Eſteemed and honoured by the Natives; 


And who have agreed to pay the 8 H Aw Z ADA, 
or Moc ur, a fixed Sum of Money, which 
will make him our ſteady Friend as long as 
we pay it, and that I make no Doubt will be 
as long as we continue in the Authority; and 
the longer we do continue in the Authority, 
the more the Tranquillity of the Provinces will 
Bs eſtabliſhed. The greater the Trade, and if = 


ſo, it is impoſſible to gu ueſs the Advantages. 
A late writer on 2 A 


A be leſs than the Account we have 


Two Millions Sterling; and I think 
very probably may ſoon be double, but Kt us ſer down 


and be content with the loweſt Sum, and from thence 
form a 1 of what, OY we e ought. to bene- 


fit 
he "Odirighiny 8 Capital is, 15 3 200,000 
On this they give a Dividend of Six 2 8 
per Cent. which Amounts to L. * 


wo per Cent. increaſe of Divid. is, 64,000 

_ Two er Cent. more, which i in all Y 
makes Ten per Cent. 18, 17 8 128. . 
Additional Dividend for acquiring Two Millions a Year. 


A bagatelle ! Therefore, you ſee ſuch a Sum as this is the 
leaſt you can expect with a Declaration of a greater as 


ſoon 


airs, makes an Eſtimate. of = 
the Revenues to amount to a great many Millions of 


our Money. But I think he is too ſanguine: 1 will 
never 1 the 


lately heard © 


11 
ſoon as they find their Affairs are going on regular and 
well; elſe the Proprietors might expect Twenty per 
Cent. Dividend, rather than Ten per Cent. when the 
Company have acquired a Receipt of Two Millions 
annually, almoſt Two Thirds of their Capital; and I. 
ſhould not be in the leaſt ſurprized, nay, ſhall expect 
it another Year, if the Government there is ſettled, 
they will then be poſſeſſed of Three or Four Millions, 
moſt of which will come from that part inveſted in 
Goods, which yields a Profit, a great Profit! Such 
as ſolely has enabled the Company to make the Divi- 
dend they have hitherto given; and the Principal ſent 
out from hence. Therefore, if Eight per Cent. was 
their Dividend until the Wars in India, and Six per 
Cent. all the Time ſince, even all the Time of their 
Wars; what may not the Proprietors now expect under 
ſuch Circumſtances? Ten per Cent. is nothing! It 
| bears no Proportion! It is the leaſt they can offer for 


the next Chritmas Thvidend,. © fo 

I have heard, the Company had a full return of Goods 
laſt Year, and met with great Sales. They will un- 
doubtedly have as good this, now Peace is eſtabliſhed 
in India, and may expect great Sales, as they are be- 
come almoſt the ſole Proprietors of Bengal Goods. 
What an Advantage is this of itſelf? And to have 

thoſe Goods coſt you nothing, the Money given you 
in the Country that buys them: What a Profit ? I ſhould 

not be ſurprized at a Thirty or Forty per Cent. Divi- 
dend ſome time hence, if we retain what we have got. 
Your Two Millions inveſted in proper Goods there, will 
e 5 5 444 make 


1 
make Three Millions home, all Charges paid, I ſup- 
poſe; and why ſhould not the Proprietors receive ſome- 
thing extraordinary, That have borne the Burden and Heat 
of the Day. That is, had like to have loſt all, when 
yu Bengal Settlement was deſtroyed; and had it not 
een for thoſe two gallant Admirals, Warsox and 
Pocock, and Loxp CLive, you had never more gained 
aà Settlement there, and what Sort of a Dividend the 
 Stock- Holders would have had from the Profits of the 
China Trade, let them gueſs! For my Part I never. 
could frame any Profits ariſing from any other Part of 
their Trade that was conſiderable; if any one knows 
_ otherwiſe let him ſpeak out, I ſhall be extremely glad 
do hear it. It will be ſo much the better, and what I 


moſt heartily with. 


All theſe Things conſidered, Gentlemen, we have 


a Right to demand a larger Dividend, in Proportion : 


| to the Profits, and in Conſideration of once being likely 5 


to loſe our all. The Directors, with the Advice of 
the Proprietors, may, I ſuppoſe, at the General Court 
they have now given Notice of, venture to declare Ten 
per Cent, at leaſt per Annum; the firſt Payment of 
; Half of it to commence at Chri/lmas next; and if 
their Ships return ſafe, and they have a good Account 

from Bengal continued, you may expect an Increaſe of 
that Dividend next Year : for the ceded Lands will bear 
the Company's Expence, now in Time of Peace, and 

their Value will riſe as Peace is eſtabliſhed ; and if ſo, 
the Company will want more Ships to fetch home 
their Produce from Bengal. The Money thay 4906006 

| * 
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from the Revenues will pay. for thoſe Goods, that Money 
will be retained in the Country, and add to the Wealth 
of it, inſtead of being drained out of it; which will ena. 
ble the Company to purchaſe their Goods cheaper, and 
ſo add greatly to their Profits. In ſhort, the moſt 
fertile Imagintion cannot reach to the Extent of what 
f this. wonderful Succeſs may produce. 
And now let the Enemies of Lord Clive take Shame 


to themſelyes, who oppoſed him in every Step, even to 
the laſt, to the Stopping of his Jaggeer, which the 


1 Company had no more Right to, than to my Eſtate. 


The Man that redeemed them out of their Difficulties, 
that re- inſtated their Affairs, was deprived of his Re- 
ward; of that, which if he did not receive, no-body 
elſe had a Right to but the country Government that 
gave it. Oh! thou Attribute of the D—1! black 


Envyl thy Motives over ruled! but if thou haſt left a 
x Spark « of Shame upon the Faces of any of thy Votaries, 


may it never be eraſed, but ſhew itſelf always to their ut- 
ter Confuſion, . And let it be a Warning to you, Gen- 
tlemen, never to truſt any of thoſe Men with the Con- 
duct of your Property for the future; and never to 
forget the Gratitude of Lord Clive, who although in- 
firm, offered to return to Bengal, to endeavour to re- 
inſtate your Affairs there; leaving his Family behind, 

which it is poſſible he may never ſee again ; and all this 
to ſerve an ungrateful Set of Men. Hold! no! there 


were ſome who had Honour and Honeſty enough to ex- * 


preſs their Gratitude, and to ſupport him through all his 
Difficulties ! Go, on, Gentlemen, with the ſame Spirit; 
ſupport him with the ſame Ardor: he will repay you 
for all your ee by 1 your Affairs on a ſolid 
and 
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tured T am one of his Relations, or one that has got 


F 


and laſting Foundation, if any Man can do it; for what 
he bas already done, he deſerves much! i he eſtabliſhes 
theſe Profits, he will deſerve more: and amidſt all this, 
Gentlemen, we Proprietors are not to be forgot; it will 
be our 'own Faults if we ares We heve now No- 
tice of a general Court, at which I hope che Directors 
will propoſe what will be agreeable to the Proprietors. 
2 have been hitherto very filent : I ſuppoſe waiting 
for Ships and Advices from thenee, to confirm the laft 
2 or elſe we ſhould have heard of ſomething from 
And now after extolling Lord Cive, it will be conjec- 


What L have, under him, or by him. No, Gentlemen, 
neither, upon my Honor. I do but juſt know him, 
have no Acquaintance with him; his Merits alone have 
prompted me to ſay what I have, and Trault and fhall. 
ay, that he deferves the Regard and Efteem of every Bo- 
dy, for having done his Country more Service than any 
Man; for which I hope his Sovereign will diftinguiſh 
him, if he lives to return (which I ſhall pray he may) 
and if the Eaſt-India Company do not gratify him, may 


their Advantages decline in Proportion to their Want of 


Gratitude, He has been the Occaſion already of many 
Millions being imported to this Country; may he be ſo 
ſtill! till we receive the greateſt Part of the Value of 
what the Eaſt-India Company have exported, ſince their 
being a Company, to that Part of the World. 
Io be ſupplied with a Principal to Trade; to haye it. 


given you annually, will, I may venture to affirm, al- 
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low of a large, very large Dividend; and when ever it 
fails, you ste to act in Proportion; to cut your Coat ac- 
cording to 


by giving them a Dividend equal to your Abilities and 
a 5 ws 


l may be thought by ſome to be in a Hurry about a 
Dividend, as you have not yet availed yourſelves. of any 
of the Profits here, I ſay not l for before you can pay it, 
which will be at Chriſtmas next, you will have your 
home, and an account of Receipts there The 
erbe, Affair, 

and can they have leſs then propoſed? If they have, it 

will ereate Suſpicions. I think it impoſſible, as the Com- 
e uy have had a very good and profitable Trade ſince the 

Peace, no Loſſes of Conſequence, and 2h 

Ho can you expect leis than one hundred and twen- 
ty eight Thouſand Pounds, divided amongſt you out of 


Ships 
Proprietors muſt have ſomething from t 


ſuch'a Revenue as the Company have now, which is but 
four per Cent more for a Dividend, than is now given. It 


is no manner of Object, the leaſt that can be thought of. 
A late Vriter * on India Affairs, to whom the Public 
agære obliged for his firſt Thoughts on this Subject, ſays, 
Procure to your ſelves the Soubaſhip ; Thing are come to 
chat paſs, you muſt be aut Soubab, aut nullus; and by 
making Propoſitions to the Mogul, that if he will inveſt 
0 with the Government, you will ſupport him and pay 


him his Tribute punctually, which will make him your 


Friend; and it is his Intereſt to be ſo, as the moſt proba- 


ble Way of ſecuring his own Eſtabliſhment, _ 
7 | | „ Mr, Holwell, | 


your Cloth. Give when you ought! ſtop | 
When it is prudent to do fo, but ſatisfy the Proprietors 


great Sales. 1 


Gentlemen, 
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you. to ſayimorey, 
2 x0 All, 288 M inds WA 


. er, Part 410 Banck of me "Ga 
HFlere is a prodigious Advantage Ylinch AAS: ft 
Proof of it by an enlarged Dividend, not at all. e l to 
it yet, but as an earneſt of better Matters, Hen ſixty 
four Thouſand Pounds in Goods retnitted thence. this 
_ Seaſon by the Company's Ships, will very likely. produce 
ſuch a Dividend, double itſelf: and ſhould they SINE 
and put us off, Diſcontent and Uneaſineſs will 5 and 
eat, very great Miſtruſt, hat: the Company s Affairs . 
have been very ill conducted. Uns © 
I ſhall trouble you no more now, but to finiſh wh : 
* Ade Words of the ſame Writer on India Affairs, who 1 
LS.” told you firſt hinted: this grand Plan: I cannot enough 
© en applaud. the ſeaſonable Meaſure: of ſending gut. Lott! 
e 33 Which We "eſteem. a a. very happy Event. The ny 
WMeighe of his: Lordſhip's Reputation, and . * 
in those Parts, will. N eſſentially promote this our 
* new Plan. He is the beſt qualified to negotiate it, . 
jltteſt to be firſt inveſted with that high Power, and the 
mimoſt capable of fixing and leaving it upon a ſolid Baſis.” a 
6 bs This Oeßtleman b good Senſe and Experience foreſav / it, * 2 
and Lord Chye's wiſe Conduct has effected it. The Eaſt- 
India Oompany and all concerned in it, ought. towith and N 
"phy. for his Health and Preſervation, for he is capable of 
doing great Things for you ſtill; by ſettling the Revenue 
2 on a better Footing, to be collected with more Eaſe and 
more Purity. Our Publick Office Deductions (although 
Fehlen Th no Proportion to thoſ: of that 70 f 
ee #5 = : R OP * I E T O 


